INTRODUCTION

'All ibn-Ahmad ibn-Sa'id ibn-Hazm ibn-Ghalib ibn-Salih
Abu-Muhhamtnad was born in Cordova in 384/994. Hav-
ing been forced out of political life by a change in govern-
ment, he was compelled to turn from political matters to
scholarly ones. And as one of the results we have his great
work, Kitab al-Milal wa'l-Nihal, a part of which Fried-
lander has translated in his article in the Journal of the
American Oriental Society, vols. 28, 29. Although an
orthodox Moslem himself, he was exceedingly fair and
started out by stating that he would never charge an oppo-
nent with heresy unless he could justify his charge by a
verbal quotation from the opponent's own writing, "be he
an unbeliever, a heretic, or a mere sinner, since lying is not
permissible against any." Unfettered by the tradition of
the 73 sects, he is able to make logical division of the sects.
Friedlander says: " We may safely assume that each name
recorded in the Milal wal-Nihal represents an historical
fact, and not as in the case of all other writers, a mere
product of the imagination." What this author is especially
remarkable for is his u breadth of outlook, power of ob-
servation, and fairness of judgment."

Shah rastam was born in 467 or 479, and died in 5487
i 153. .His work entitled Kitab al-Milal zvtfl-Nihal " has
systematic roundness and scientific classification," but, al-
though he attempts to be fair, and succeeds far better than
Baghdad), there are times when the views of the heretics
are too much for even him, and he is forced to give vent to
his feelings.

We thus have the three points of view: our author Bagh-
dad!, who starts out by saying that all but the one sect, the
orthodox, are condemned to hell fire, and goes on to enu-
merate all those condemned sects, discussing and opposing
their views, and periodically breaking forth in an excla-
mation of gratitude that u we are not as they "; Shahras-
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